6-7 September
THE FRANCO-SYRIAN TREAT
Negotiations which have been going on in Paris between the
French Government and some official representatives of Syria
have resulted in a draft treaty of friendship and alliance to take
the place of the French Mandate over Syria. By the treaty
Syria receives full autonomy, subject to a military convention,
whereby France can maintain armed forces in the territories
of Jebel Druze and Latakia. Further, two aerodromes shall be
at the disposal of the French in Syria, and the future Syrian
Army shall employ French instructors, and use the same
armaments and equipment as the French military forces.
Monday 7                                 THE CABINET AND PALESTINE
The Colonial Office issued a statement of policy concerning
Palestine. After describing the development of the situation
from a political strike, through murder and outrage, to guerilla
warfare, the statement shows that neither the forbearance of
the authorities nor the appointment of the Royal Commission
to inquire into the situation as soon as the disorders shall cease
has produced any effect. The Arab leaders refuse to call off
the strike unless the British Government changes its policy
entirely, and the efforts of the King of Saudi Arabia, of the
Emir of Transjordan, and of General Nuri Pasha, the Foreign
Minister of Iraq, to persuade them to take a more accommo-
dating attitude, have failed. Outrages and disorders continue,
and the Government have therefore decided to take rapid
action to bring these troubles to an end.
A division is being sent to Palestine, and Lieutenant-
General J. G. Dill, D.S.O., has been placed in supreme
military command. The Government regret that this action
has been forced upon them, especially as friendship with
Moslem peoples is a constant aim of British policy, but they
cannot yield to violence and outrage.
THE T.U.C. AND SPAIN
In his Presidential address to the Trades Union Congress at
Plymouth, Mr. A. A. H. Findlay spoke at great length on
international affairs. When he referred to the sacrifice of
workers in defence of constitutional government in Spain, the
whole body of delegates rose to their feet for a moment in
silent tribute. He sharply criticised the "atrocity-mongering"
Press. Referring to Soviet Russia, he said the Moscow execu-
tions occasioned deep distress here to trade unionists. Never-
theless, he thought Russia was contributing usefully towards
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